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Sheds
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be high. This severe public-safety risk
should not be gnored.”

’s decision was based upon
the extensive number and cost of road
projects proposed in the state, and on

uumde isn't satisfied with that an-
sw
"lIully.lpprmaleynm(nnu-pmfrhe

tures built into moutainsides at the base
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putting ol three
more years could be deadly.

snow-shed project
proiy”hetodheHighway Commis

'mel is the need for public safety.
Lgﬂnll,llhwdylmmrrdﬂnw

snow over the: mﬁwuy.
The study completed in August by
lul.m:h: experts Rod Newcomb and

studies on the Lower Twin path and to
design sheds for both paths.

LaLonde says, however, that he be-
lieves the Highway Department could
dip into its sizable surplus account to
hire additional

ohlwdnx \hebuealmecki.ﬂvwl
and Lower Twin slide channs
Members of the Wynnm; nghvuy

a disaster of ‘Commissior, inclu
Hmuwﬂlmumlh:pmmm mmcmhnmrhlyud
possible upon the need for shed:
mullnfmulhnche elers on Teton Pass from

al “Avalanche Hazard
Canlrol Analysis* authorized by the
way Commission earlier this year
cmdnd.m that the Glory Bowl and
Lower Twin slide paths on Teton Pass
present a “serious avalanche hazard” to
travelers.
“Theloss of onelife,"LaLondesaid, *is:

Ridenour
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cation to Park Service attorneys for re-
view.

“No suits had been filed, but there
were threats,” Berklacy said. “So when
the(permit) request was elevated to the
director's levela few weeks ago, he sent
it to the attomney.”

‘The lawyer said it would be on very
shaky legal grounds, and at that point
there really was no doubt in anyone’s
mind about what the decision would
be,” Berklacy said, adding that Yellow-
stone Park Superintendent Bob Barbee
also’camedownon theside ofthe coun-
sel”

Yellowstone Park spokesman Joan
Anzelmo said Tuesday that the park
received numerous letters on the truck-
ing proposal during the last few-months,
with about 50 percent supporting the
plan and about 50 percent opposing it

Monday's permit denial came as a
surprise to Brand § General Manager,
Doug Crandall, who said Tuesday he

been optimistic it would be ap-

the Park chlm-ndpwed.ﬂutw!d
bend overbackwards towork with tour-
ism and wildlife...and pay for road main-
tenance in the park.

b f

theshower,"hesaid. "Thad toturnup the
«cold water to make sure | was awake.”
Crandall said he based his long-held
optimism about the permit on an en-
couraging Environmental Assessment
that was released last summer.
The“preferredalternative”, inthat EA
recommended allowing up to 36 log
trucks to use the park roads between
Cooke City and Gardiner each day.
Because of the perceived optimism,
Brand Swentahead and contracted with
the Forest Service to cut 8 million board
feetofsalvage timber that was burned in
the 1988's fires, Crandall said.
“We have a contract with the Forest
* Crandall said. “We went ahead
and bought because the park seemed
tie”

So far, the company has cut and
stacked about 2.5 mmbf of the lumber,
but has not delivered any to the Living-
ston mill in anticipation of permit ap-
proval, he said.

Ridenour’s decision will double the
cost and distance of the timber haul for
the mill, by Brand S to send its
estimated 1,200 truckloads of logs on &
detoureastofthe park through Sunlight
Basin, Crandall said.

“It doubles the cost, and we'll lose
money on this whole deal now, * he said.

]

the shed construction by 1992

‘The Highway Department just com-

pletedits 1989 budget season withacash
thp

d with
yuwmgmmm, m!!. LaLonde wrote
in his letter to the commission, “but it
seems to us that your department is
completely capable of accelerating the
projectand placinga much higher prior-
ity on it.

“Obviously,” he continued, “in your
recent actions to commit highway
funds, it appears that the department

ment superintendent Leno Menghini.
And, _lhhwsl\ there will be some

active avalanche paths there—espe-
cially the Glory Bowl and Lower Twin
slide paths.

But the commission voted unani-
mously to put off construction of the
sheds until 1993.

Don Diller, assistant chief engineer

for the Highway Department, said the

lower ﬂul bql.n« during this fiscal
year,

engineering and other required assis-
tance if necessary.

Mears, who also helped design an
nvmamhzdmpmMnunuian
1980s,said actual

expected to happen any earlier than
1993, Menghini said.

The project delay, he said, can be
attributed to the tremendous amount of
work that will go into designing the
structures.

dﬂign time for an avalanche shed —if
the Highway Department were able to
haveengineers working on it full-time—
probably would be “a couple months.”
Construction itself, he sald, would rnke
about six more months.

Copyright © 2019 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



